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Introduction   
 

The Uyghurs are a Turkic ethnic group in Central & Eastern Asia. In the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC), they are officially recognized as an ethnic minority and are 

the titular people of Xinjiang. The Uyghurs are members of the Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region (XUAR), a landlocked region located in northwest China. About   

80% of Uyghurs in the XUAR reside in the Tarim Basin commonly referred to as 

Southern Xinjiang.   

   

 

   

Xinjiang Geographical Map   

   

Since 2014, Uyghurs have been arbitrarily imprisoned in state-sponsored internment 

camps. They have undergone political indoctrination, are victims of forced labour 

and have been suppressed of most of their religious practices. Most Uyghurs are 

Muslim, and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) justifies these oppressions as a fight 

against Islamic terrorism.   
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Furthermore, Uyghur women are victims of forced sterilization, contraception, and 

abortion. Birth rates in Xinjiang have effectively decreased by 24% during the year 

2019.   

However, the Chines Government formally denies these allegations.  

All these events have led governments, human rights experts and NonGovernmental 

Organizations (NGOs) to describe this forced assimilation as genocide.   

Definition of Key Terms   
PRC   

The People’s Republic of China is the world’s most populous country, located in 

Eastern Asia. Its sole ruling party is the CCP, and its President is Xi Jinping.   

CCP   

The Chinese Communist Party is the sole ruling party of the PRC. Its official ideology is 

Marxism-Leninism.   

XUAR   

“Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region”, a landlocked autonomous region of the PRC 

located in the Northwest of the country where most Chinese Uyghurs reside.   

Ürümqi   

Ürümqi is the capital city of the XUAR.   

Dabancheng   

A district in Ürümqi.   

Tuyok valley   

Tuyok is an ancient oasis village in the XUAR with a predominantly Uyghur population. 

The local community suffers from oppression by the CCP.   

Uyghur   

A Turkic ethnic group of about 13.5 Million inhabitants originating from Central and 

Easter Asia. Most of them live in the Xinjiang region in China. Since the 10th century, 

Islam has become increasingly important in the Uyghur culture and most Uyghurs 

identify themselves as Muslim.   

Genocide   

As per Article II of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 

Genocide: “genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to 

destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group, as such: 

a. Killing members of the group;   

b. Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;   

c. Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about 

its physical destruction in whole or in part;   

d. Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;   
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e. Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.”   

Crime against humanity   

Acts purposefully committed against civilians in the context of a large-scale attack, 

which includes torture, murder, sexual violence, persecution, enslavement, apartheid 

and “other inhumane acts of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, 

or serious injury to body or to mental or physical health” (Rome Statute on the 

International Criminal Court, Article 7).   

Internment   

Internment is the imprisonment of people who haven’t committed any crimes. Those 

interned are held in prisons called internment camps or concentration camps. 

According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “No one shall be subjected 

to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile” (Article 9).   

XIC   

Xinjiang Internment Camps are internment camps located in the XUAR, primarily 

used for the imprisonment of Uyghurs and other ethnic minorities.   

Re-education   

Methods of changing someone’s beliefs and/or behaviour, such as those utilized on 

the Uyghur in China.   

Sinicization   

The process by which non-Chinese regions come under Chinese influence.   

Islamophobia   

The hatred of Muslims and the religion of Islam.   

 

General Overview   
 

The CCP in Xinjiang initiated a so-called “Peoples’ War” against the   

“Three Evil Forces”, namely separatism, terrorism and extremism. Since 2014, it is 

estimated that more than one million Uyghurs have been detained. More recently 

since 2017, new regulations have been put in place and mass arrests have begun in 

April that year.   

Internment camps   

Officially known as “vocational education and training centres”, the Xinjiang 

internment camps (XIC) are internment camps handled by the CCP and the XUAR.   
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Aerial images of the rapid construction of camps near Dabancheng   

Since 2017, "education and transformation training centres" have been put in place. 

They have mostly been converted from existing schools and other buildings and 

have been equipped with security fences and armed forces. As seen on the map 

just below, they are mostly located in the west and the south of the XUAR, especially 

in the Tarim Basin region.   

   

Camp locations identified by the U.S. National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and 

Australian Strategic Policy Institute   

A point of primary concern due to these mass imprisonments is the schooling of the 

children of those imprisoned. According to Human Rights Watch (HRW), children are 

detained in state-run institutions without parental consent. There is no transparency in 

the decision-making process, children are sometimes arbitrarily removed from their 

families.   
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According to Adrian Nikolaus Zenz, a German anthropologist known for his studies of 

the XIC, up to 1.5 million people were inmates in these camps over time. In the 2021 

World Report of HRW, it estimates this number to be 1.3 million. However, there is 

controversy over these figures: the CCP believes they are overestimated.  

   

Photo taken inside an XIC (Xinjiang Judicial Administration)   

   

Besides mass rape, torture, brainwashing, medical experiments, and organ 

harvesting, XIC detainees are victims of forced labour. Factories are built inside the 

concentration camps where they are primarily forced to work in cotton industries.   

Xinjiang supplies almost 84% of all China’s cotton. The XUAR export is composed of 

43% of cotton-related goods, such as apparel footwear and textiles; These are 

typically the industries in which workers are exploited. The PRC has attracted 

factories for several decades due to its limited or non-existing labour laws.   

There are several testimonies from victims of these concentration camps on forced 

labour and organ harvesting.  

Islamophobia   

Since 2017, the CCP has implemented a campaign against religious extremism, 

especially in the XUAR.   

New laws prohibit the “abnormal growing of beards and naming of children to 

exaggerate religious fervour”. This is part of the growing islamophobia that has been 

initiated in the XUAR, where mosques and cemeteries have been systematically 

destructed. It is estimated that 16000 mosques have undergone destruction or 

damage, such as the iconic Kargilic Mosque and the Keriya Aitika Mosque which 

appear to have completely disappeared from the map.   
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Aerial images showing the disappearance of the Keriya Aitika Mosque on satellite 

images (Shawn Zhang on Twitter)   

Several pilgrimage sites such as the tomb of Imam Asim – whom Uyghur pilgrims 

come to venerate – have been razed. In 2001, the CCP has initiated a so-called “re-

education” of imams. While the official objective is “keeping a handle on the 

ideological state of the imam at all times”, in practice it has turned out that during 

these meetings monitored by CCP officials, imams are pushed to self-incrimination 

and self-criticism, as Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports.   

According to HRW as early as 2005, the CCP forbid minors from participating in 

religious activities in the XUAR, which “has no basis in Chinese law”.   

Furthermore, the PRC’s legislation against Muslims goes as far as forbidding two 

dozen names. Uyghur’s names are mostly composed of Arab and Soviet origins and 

most of their etymologies are hard to understand. In 2015, RFA reported that a list of 

prohibited names was created, including "Islam", "Quran", "Mecca", "Jihad", "Imam", 

"Saddam", "Hajj", and "Medina". The name “Muhammad” was also banned in 2017.   

CCP Propaganda   

New regulations implemented in 2017 also punish the non-watching of national TV 

and radio, the non-abiding by family planning policies, and the ones that have their 

child/children attend non-state-run schools. This constitutes a major infringement on 

the freedom of expression and shows the CCP’s aim to silence dissident voices.   

However, the CCP justified the Uyghur genocide by starting a propaganda 

campaign The PRC is conducting a global “war on terror” and is assimilating 

Uyghur’s desire for independence to Islamic terrorism; as shown by the frequent 

misuse of the term “counter-terrorism” in official legislative documents.   
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Furthermore, this campaign is reinforced using social media adverts. In 2019, Twitter 

dismantled a swarm of bots operated by the CCP.   

Birth control   

Uyghur women in the XUAR have been obliged to sterilize themselves if they had 

more than the approved number of children. They have also forcibly undergone 

abortions and the implantation of intra-uterine contraceptive devices. In 2018, 80% 

of the placements of these devices occurred in Xinjiang.   

   

 

  

Xinjiang’s Birthrate (National Bureau of Statistics)   

   

As a direct consequence of these policies, the birth rate of Uyghur women is 

declining rapidly, their population will be reduced by one-third in the next twenty 

years.    

   

XUAR’s authorities formally deny the allegations of these cases of human rights abuse 

in the context of forced sterilization and birth control. They justify the decrease in birth 

rate as “the comprehensive implementation of the family planning policy.”   
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Major Parties Involved   

   
Map of Member Nation’s level of support to the PRC on the question of the Uyghur in 

the  

XUAR   

 
PRC    

The PRC formally denies allegations of any kind of human rights abuse. In the context 

of the fight against Islamic terrorism, the PRC claims that the Xinjiang internment 

camps offer job training and support economic development.  

Russian Federation   

Russian President Vladimir Putin calls the PRC “a friendly nation”.   

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)   

North Korea defends the PRC in what it calls Western countries having a “human 

rights virus”.   

Cuba   

Cuba supports China. Its Ambassador Ana Silvia Rodríguez Abascal has named 45 

countries in support of the PRC: Angola, Bahrain, Belarus, Burundi, Cambodia, 

Cameroon, the Central African Republic, China, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Dominica,  

Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Iran,  

Iraq, Kiribati, Laos, Madagascar, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal,  

Nicaragua, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 

Syria, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, the UAE, Venezuela, Yemen, and Zimbabwe.     

United States (US)   

In October 2021, the United States of America have criticized the PRC on the Uyghur 

genocide for the third time in the United Nations Human Rights Committee (UNHRC). 

The original joint letter that was signed by 22 countries in July 2019, now has 39 

signatories.  
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In September 2020, the US Congress passed a bill (406 to 3): the Uyghur Forced Labor 

Prevention Act, to ensure that no funding is given to entities resorting to forced 

labour in the XUAR. This prompted the US Customs and Border Protection’s Office of 

Trade to issue a Withhold Release Order, which orders all US ports to detain all 

shipments of raw cotton and cotton products coming from the XUAR.   

American companies like Nike and Adidas have also denounced this abuse of 

human rights and pledged not to enter into business with XUAR firms.   

The diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Winter Olympic Games in Beijing, in which the US 

takes part, is partly encouraged by the Uyghur genocide.   

EU   

The European Union has imposed sanctions against four Chinese officials and a 

PRC’s entity. These include freezing of assets and travel bans.   

The EU Parliament also awarded the Sakharov Prize for Freedom and Thought to an 

Uyghur activist currently serving a life sentence in prison: Ilham Tohti.   

France   

French foreign minister Jean-Yves Le Drian firmly condemns the unacceptable 

actions happening in the XUAR and demands the CCP let independent human rights 

observers visit the province.   

UK   

In April 2021, the British parliament declared the treatment of Uyghurs a ‘genocide’.   

China Tribunal   

The China Tribunal, an unofficial and independent tribunal headquartered in 

London, has found the Uyghurs are subjected to genocide.   

Uyghur Tribunal   

An independent tribunal based in the UK, the Uyghur Tribunal is composed of lawyers 

and human rights experts. It received testimonies from victims having experienced or 

witnessed mass torture and rape, as well as other crimes against humanity.   

Turkey   

The Turkish Foreign Ministry described the Uyghur genocide as a “reintroduction of 

concentration camps in the 21st century” and “a great cause of shame for 

humanity”.   

East Turkistan Government-in-Exile   

This parliamentary based exiled government is headquartered in Washington D.C. It 

claims to be the only organ representing the people of East Turkmenistan, including 

Uyghurs and other minorities from the XUAR.   

Human Rights Watch (HRW)   
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HRW has released several reports on the Uyghur genocide and strongly condemns 

the crimes against humanity committed against the Uyghurs in the XUAR.   

Amnesty International   

Amnesty International strongly condemns the actions of PRC authorities: “The   

Chinese authorities have created a dystopian hellscape on a staggering scale in 

Xinjiang. Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other Muslim minorities face crimes against humanity 

and other serious human rights violations that threaten to erase their religious and 

cultural identities.”   

RFA   

Radio Free Asia is a non-profit news service funded by the US government.   

Its aims include providing accurate and uncensored reporting.   

Ukraine   

Ukraine’s position on the question of the Uyghur genocide is controversial. They 

signed the statement to the UNHRC demanding access to the region for 

independent observation; but removed its signature only two days later, apparently 

due to a threat of a trade export block of 500 000 SARS-CoV-2 vaccines.   

Turkmenistan   

Turkmenistan yielded its support to the PRC in the 2019 UNHRC, but not in 2020.   

  

In total ten countries (Algeria, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Oman, the Philippines, 

Qatar, or Somalia, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan). This can most likely be interpreted as 

a change in policy as most of the countries listed above have large Muslim 

communities.   

Timeline of Key Events   
September 2001   Present Justification of counterterrorism used by the PRC  

January 15th 2014      Capture of Uyghur activist Ilham Tohti   

September 23rd 2014   Life sentence of Ilham Tohti for ‘separatism’   

2015 Creation of a list of forbidden children’s names with  

mostly Muslim origins to not “exaggerate religious fervour”  

2016 – 2018   Destruction of one-sixth of mosques and 

shrines in the  XUAR   

2017 – present   Rapid decrease in the birth rate of XUAR’s 

women   

March – December 2017   Rapid increase in the number of re-education camps 

built in the XUAR   

April 1st 2017   Banning of “abnormally long beards”, wearing of veils in 

public, non-watching of state TV, radio, non-abidance 
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by birth control policies; along with other oppressive 

policies   

February 2019   Turkey declares Uyghur’s treatment in the XUAC a 

“reintroduction of concentration camps in the 21st 

century” and “a great cause of shame for humanity”   

July 8th 2019   Signature of 22 countries against the PRC’s actions   

September 2020   Creation of the Uyghur Tribunal   

September 22nd 2020   Uyghur Forced Labour Prevention Act passed   

December 20th 2020   French Foreign Minister condemns "institutionalized 

repression" of the Uyghurs at the UNHRC   

January 19th 2021   US Department of State determined “genocide and 

crimes against humanity” are committed against the   

Uyghurs in the XUAR   

February 5th 2021   Dutch parliament declares that human rights abuses of 

the Uyghurs a ‘genocide’   

March 12th 2021   US condemns "crimes against humanity and genocide" in 

the XUAR at the UNHRC   

March 22th 2021   EU sanctions fa Chinese entity and four Chinese officials 

for “large-scale arbitrary detentions”   

April 22nd 2021   UK House of Commons calls human rights abuses in the   

XUAC a ‘genocide’   

May 20th 2021   Lithuanian parliament passes a resolution recognizing 

human rights abuse of Uyghurs as a genocide   

June 2021   Testimonies of victims at the Uyghur Tribunal on several 

cases of human rights abuse, including mass torture, rape 

and surveillance   

December 9th 2021   The China Tribunal declares the CCP responsible for 

genocide and crimes against humanity   

      

Previous attempts to resolve the issue   
Several Member Nations and NGOs have already tried to solve the issue. For 

example, they have given asylum status to Uyghur victims and created 

independent tribunals and research groups.  

  

However, despite its propaganda, the PRC doesn’t let neutral observers visit the 

region. Indeed, despite thousands of videos supposed to look like unfiltered posts, 

there isn’t much content coming from independent experts on the local situation. 

Several countries have classified visiting the XUAR as a risk for people originating 

from minority ethnic groups.  
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In 2020, 39 countries supported a statement against the PRC in the UNHRC, 

including   

Albania, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,   

Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland,   

Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Marshall   

Islands, Monaco, Nauru, the Netherlands, New Zealand, North Macedonia, Norway, 

Palau, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States.   

   

The main target of these resolutions, articles and reports is to establish 

evidence, to further demand the PRC to put an end to the Uyghur 

genocide.   

Possible Solutions   
The Uyghur genocide must stop, and the necessary legal framework must be 

established to ensure such crimes against humanity don’t happen again.   

   

This can be implemented by the visit of independent observers. This would give a 

basis for factual reports and would allow for prosecution, however, while the PRC 

hasn’t joined the Rome Statute, the International Criminal Court (ICC) has no 

jurisdiction over the Uyghur genocide. Indeed, China has concerns on political 

influence within the ICC, as any prosecutor can decide to begin an investigation. 

Besides, China doesn’t want to let the ICC deal with its internal affairs, because the 

ICC has the power to judge “whether a state is able or willing to own nationals”.  

   

Furthermore, the lack of evidence is preventing official prosecutors from 

establishing incriminating verdicts. The CCP lacks transparency on the matter. 

Therefore, an international coordinated task force tackling both investigation and 

jurisdiction must be established.  

  

Appendix/Appendices   
• Xinjiang Victims Database. Home. https://www.shahit.biz/eng/#home   

• East Turkistan Government-in-Exile. Home. https://east-turkistan.net/   

• United Nations Human Rights Council. Joint statement on the situation in 

Xinjiang 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/supporting_resources/190708_joint

_s tateme nt_xinjiang.pdf  
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https://east-turkistan.net/
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• Human Rights Watch. Devastating Blows – Religious Repression of Uighurs 

in Xinjiang. 

https://www.hrw.org/reports/2005/china0405/china0405text.pdf  

• BBC News. Who are the Uyghurs and why is China being accused of 

genocide? https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037   

• UN News. Rights experts concerned about alleged detention, forced 

labour of Uyghurs in China. https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1088612  

• South China Morning Post. China defends its ‘vocational training centres’ 

in Xinjiang white paper.  

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3101986/chinaclaims

vocational-training-given-nearly-13-million-people  
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