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Introduction 

The Amazon rainforest and other forests are often seen as the lungs of the world. 

Forests make life on earth possible. They provide us with oxygen, they take emissions 

out of the air, they are home to more than 80% of the world's land-based plant and 

animal species and that's not even all. However, forests are severely threatened. 

Humanity has been destroying them to their advantage to a problematic extent 

since the 1950s. Over the past three decades, around 420 million hectares of forest 

have been lost due to human activity mainly in South America and Africa. The net 

forest loss in the last ten year is estimated at 4.7 million hectares per year. 

 

“What we are doing to the forests of the world is but a mirror reflection of what we 

are doing to ourselves and to one another” 

~ Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Luckily, the rate of deforestation worldwide has dropped. However, it has been 

climbing up again lately. We have to take measures to decrease deforestation to 

the minimum. What is the best way to do this? Can the UN be the necessary 

mediator to safe forests?  

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Deforestation 

The action of clearing a wide area of trees in order to use the space for non-forest 

purposes like agribusiness. 

 

Net forest loss 

Net forest loss is deforestation plus any gains in forests over a given period of time. 

 

Forest degradation 

Forest degradation means that a forest still exists, unlike deforestation, but it cannot 

function well anymore. A result can be that the forest can no longer filter air or shelter 

animals. 
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Deforestation goods 

Deforestation is mostly driven by agricultural products. We call these deforestation 

goods. These goods can be beef, soy, cacao, etc. 

 

Cerrado Ecosystem 

The largest area of savannah in South America, located in Brazil. 

 

REDD+ 

The REDD+ programme is a UN establishment for Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and forest Degradation. 

 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

The UNFCCC is an important collaboration inside the UN. This secretariat is the UN 

entity tasked with supporting the global response to the threat of climate change. 

 

Leaders’ Declaration for Forest and Land Use (LDFLU) 

An agreement that was made during COP 26 in Glasgow, November 2021. This 

agreement tackles the issue of deforestation. 

 

 

General Overview 

A brief history of deforestation 

Deforestation was first used approximately 10,000 years ago when the first settled 

agriculture began. At the time, farmers burned down forest areas to make space for 

agriculture. Nonetheless, only in more recent years has this topic become a real 

problem. Since the 1900s the rate of deforestation significantly increased. During the 

period from the 1920s until the 1980s losses quadrupled to almost 120 million hectares. 

That’s almost the size of South Africa. During the Great Depression in 1929, a lot of 

farmers left their farmlands and forests got the chance to grow again. Nevertheless, 

in the 1980s, global deforestation reached its peak. Throughout that decade, the 

world lost 150 million hectares of forest area. This is twice the size of Turkey. This peak 



 

4 

Environmental Committee  Annemijn Ezechiëls 

 Haarlem Model United Nations 

was mostly caused by the clearing of the Brazilian Amazon. Also, countries in Asia 

and Africa contributed.  

Fortunately, since then deforestation rates have been declining steadily. Scientists 

discovered that countries are likely to follow a predictable development in forest 

cover, a U-shaped curve appears with most countries. As the population of a 

country grows, the country loses forest to make way for agribusiness, but after some 

time they reach the ‘forest transition point’. This is the point of return, thereafter 

countries begin to regrow more forest than they cut down. This happens in most 

cases but of course not all of them.  

‘Reversing deforestation is complicated; planting a tree is simple.’ 

-Martin O’Malley 

 

 

Consequences 

As stated before, forests are significant for the world for numerous reasons. But what 

happens when we lose forest cover? You can divide all the consequences into 4 

primary issues: 

● CO2 - Carbon Dioxide emissions cause the world to get warmer with climate 

change as a result.  This happens because there is too much Carbon Dioxide 

in the air. One of the best ways to get these excessive emissions out of the air 
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is through trees (and other plants). As trees grow, they get CO2 out of the air 

and lock it in their wood. When we cut those trees down, we stop them from 

getting CO2 out of the air and we release the CO2 that was already in the 

wood back into the atmosphere. This accelerates global warming.  

● Loss of biodiversity - Forests hold the vast majority of land-based animal and 

plant species. The Amazon Rainforest - the world's largest rainforest and river 

system - is home to over 3 million animal species. The World Wide Fund for 

Nature (WWF) has estimated that if the current rate of deforestation 

continues, 27% of the Amazon biome will be without trees. Trees are important 

for a lot of animals and other organisms in the Savannah’s and farmlands too. 

Thousands of animals will lose their homes. Numerous species will go extinct 

because of this.  

● Impact on people - Not only animals are depending on the presence of trees. 

Farmers and other land workers need trees too. Trees provide shadows to 

avoid water evaporation from the soil, increasing the water availability on the 

farmlands. Furthermore, forest loss leads to a rise in human disease. At first, this 

might sound impossible to be true, but scientists have proven this a rather 

weird fact. In 2016 the United Nations Environmental Program stated a 

worldwide increase in zoonotic epidemics. This is when an infectious disease is 

transmitted from a non-human being to a human. This increase can be 

brought back to several factors, deforestation being one of the most 

important ones. Diseases such as malaria are being transmitted more easily 

because as the remaining forest areas get smaller, infected animals live closer 

to each other thus increasing disease transmission among their own 

population. When humans work at the edges of the remaining forests, 

mosquitos carry the disease from macaques to people. 

● soil erosion - soil erosion is a gradual process that occurs when impacts such as 

water and wind unfasten and remove soil particles, causing soil degradation. 

Because of the root system of the trees, erosion of fertile soil is prevented. Soil 

erosion is a very serious unfavourable effect of cutting down trees. In this way, 

deforestation leads to severe land degradation resulting in open and dry 

areas.  

 

Luckily, the topic of deforestation is well known and there have already been a lot of 

movements to stop harmful deforestation. Environmental groups such as WWF and 

Greenpeace have been putting in their best efforts to conserve as much forest 

cover as they possibly can. 
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Major Parties Involved 

Brazil 

The world's largest rainforest - the Amazon Rainforest - is located in Brazil. Brazil also 

contains the Cerrado Ecosystem. Brazil has been one of the biggest contributors to 

deforestation by destroying almost 17 percent of the Amazon in the last 50 years. In 

November 2021 Brazil signed the Leader’s Declaration on Forest and Land Use 

(LDFLU). If they stick to this agreement it would have a big impact on their export and 

their economy.  

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Around 60% of the world’s second-largest rainforest - the Congo Basin - is located in 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Between 2012 and 2019 deforestation in the 

Congo Basin has more than doubled. The DRC is also one of the signers of the LDFLU. 

This results in a $1.5 billion fund to protect the Congo Basin. 

 

Indonesia 

Together with Brazil, Indonesia is responsible for 52% of the global forest loss. 

Indonesia has also signed the LDFLU. However, they said that they do not know if 

they can meet this agreement because it seems unfair. They also said that a deal is 

not supposed to halt economic growth. 

 

China 

China is the biggest importer of deforestation drivers such as lumber, meat, 

soybeans, and other goods. This means they depend on deforestation a lot. Ending 

deforestation could have a big impact on their economy. 

 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

The UNEP is the UN organization that is responsible for coordinating responses to 

environmental issues within the UN system. 

World Wide Foundation for Nature (WWF) 

The WWF is an NGO that puts in efforts with the mission to conserve nature and 

reduce the most pressing threats to the diversity of life on earth.  

 

Global Banks 
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Banks all over the world are one of the most important investors for harmful 

agribusiness. Financial institutions provide a lifeline to agribusiness and too often they 

don't show a lot of consideration for deforestation.  

 

 

Timeline of Key Events 

1980s   Global deforestation reaches its peak 

1992 Countries joined the treaty that was the precursor of the 

UNFCCC 

21 March 1994   The UNFCCC entered into force 

2004-2006     Environmental organizations are calling for urgent action to slow      

down deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest 

February 2006  The International Tropical Timber Agreement was formed 

2009  REDD+ came about in the Copenhagen Climate Conference by 

the UNFCCC 

2021  COP 26 - Leader’s Declaration on Forest and Land Use entered 

into force 

 

Previous attempts to resolve the issue 

Legal efforts have been made on international and national levels to address the 

issue of deforestation.  

In November 2021during the COP 26 convention, the UN made the Leader’s 

Declaration on Forest and Land Use. This declaration pledges to “halt and reverse 

forest loss and land degradation” by 2030. 141 countries signed this declaration, 

including crucial countries such as Brazil, the DRC and Indonesia. The agreement 

includes a 1.5-billion-dollar fund backed by the UK and the EU to protect the Congo 

Basin. However, some people put questions to some countries' signatories, they don’t 

know if these countries will live up to the goals.  

In February 2006, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development made 

the International Tropical Timber Agreement (ITTA). This agreement was focused on 

finding and promoting better and more eco-friendly substitutes for timber production 

and managing and protecting timber-producing forests. 
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Possible Solutions 

The key to resolving this issue is reversing and regrowing. Protecting important forest 

areas and regrowing as many trees as possible are the most effective actions 

available to reduce the environmental impact of deforestation. Growing trees has to 

happen on a large scale and this cannot be effective without the cooperation of 

the United Nations and other organizations.  

There are a lot of aspects to the issue of deforestation, thus a lot of directions to look 

for solutions. Delegates should look into the import and export of illegal goods from 

deforestation. Even though the EU has agreed on a ban on illegal timber imports, the 

penalties for violating this ban are minimal. To minimize the import of products from 

deforestation, more serious sanctions have to be set.  

Delegates should think about factors that are causing deforestation and tackle 

those factors. Try to think about how to reduce deforestation by eliminating the 

dependence on agribusiness, paper, plastic and wood.  

 

Even though this issue is well known and a lot of people are aware of it, there is still a 

lot of education needed so people will know about the unfavourable consequences 

and how to make their contribution. 

It is important to take LEDC’s into account for every possible solution stated above. A 

lot of LEDC’s profit from deforestation, hence delegates should think about how to 

help them financially when implementing these measures. As long as cutting down 

trees is more economically beneficial, deforestation won’t come to an end. 
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