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Introduction  

The island of Taiwan, in the East of Asia, is divided from the Chinese mainland by the Formosa Strait. 

Officially known as the Republic of China, Taiwan has been ruled by the nationalist government 

founded by Chiang Kai-Shel since 1945, but the island is simultaneously claimed by the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC). It is a multiparty republic with a single legislative branch; the president 

serves as the head of state and the premier as the head of government.  

 

After the Nationalist Party government fled to Taiwan and established themselves there, the 

communists seized full control of mainland China in 1949. Since that time, Taiwan has been regarded 

as a province of China by both the Nationalist administration and the People's Republic of China 

(mainland China). After the United States and Chiang signed a mutual defense treaty in 1954, Taiwan 

received American support for almost three decades, which helped the island nation's economy grow 

spectacularly. Up until 1971, when the People's Republic of China took its place as the country's 

representative at the UN (United Nations), Taiwan was no longer acknowledged as a member of 

state.  
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Definition of Key Terms  

Sovereignty  

To have power that a government can make decisions, enforce laws, control its people and 

territory.  

 

De facto independence   

Is when a region or country operates as an independent state, even though it may not be 

formally recognized by other countries. 

 

Diplomatic recognition 

Acknowledging the sovereignty and legitimacy of another country by creating diplomatic 

relations, exchanging ambassadors, and recognizing each other’s governments. 

 

Ceding 

 To give up power or territory and unwillingly allow something of yours to be someone else’s.  

 

Taipei  

 Is the capital of Taiwan. 

 

Kuomintang/ KMT 

Is the Chinese National Party and is a Chinese political party that ruled mainland China from   

1927-1949.  

 

Repercussions   

 An unintended consequence of an event or action. 

 

Status Quo  

A situation that exists now, without any changes. 
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General Overview 

Political background  
The island of Taiwan was widely settled by the Chinese at the beginning of the 17th century after 

becoming known to them as early as the 7th century. The Dutch took over the island in 1624, but 

they were driven off in 1668 by a massive influx of Chinese refugees who supported the Ming 

dynasty. Taiwan was conquered by the Manchus worriers in 1683 and wasn't accessible to Europeans 

once more until 1858.During the first Sino-Japanese war that broke out between China and Japan in 

1894-1895, China had to cede Taiwan and the Penghu islands to Japan due to defeat. Some 

Taiwanese civilians resisted the takeover, so the Japanese Army spent several months fighting to 

control the Taiwanese.  

 

In October of 1911, a group of revolutionaries in southern China successfully revolted against the 

Qing Dynasty, which was a group of northeast Asian people. The Qing dynasty called themselves the 

Manchu and did not completely uproot the government of China nor did they admire the Chinese 

social and culture life, so they developed a multiethnic empire. In the eighteenth century the Qing 

empire was the largest and most prosperous in the world and experienced population growth. The 

nationalist democratic revolt that overthrew Qing dynasty from 1911-1912 created the Republic of 

China.  

 

 During the World War II, Taiwan’s economy suffered, and the island was used as a Japanese military 

base to conquest other parts of Southeast Asia. After World War II, on October 25th, 1945, Japan 

withdrew, and Taiwan became a part of the Republic of China. Over the next years, the president 

Chiang Kai-shek; the leader of Kuomintang (KMT), was losing control in mainland against the 

communists, whilst in Taiwan many Taiwanese opposed the KMT. In December 1949, the Chiang 

relocated to Taiwan, followed by 1.5 million 

mainland Chinese, and formed the Republic 

of China regime which claimed to be a 

legitimate government of China. After many 

years, countries like the USA broke off 

relations with the Taipei to establish 

diplomatic ties with the People’s Republic of 

China, and many more countries followed to 

do the same, therefore the KMT lost their grip on 

power. The Democratic Progressive Party was 
Fig 1: Taiwan’s president making a speech 
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created to end poverty and income inequality and became the main opposition grouping from the 

KMT. The Democratic Progressive Party overtime grew popularity and won both presidential and 

parliamentary elections in 2016.  

       

Current situation  

Despite the controversy surrounding Taiwan status, the Republic of China (Taiwan) has a fully 

democratic society with its own economy, 

currency, military, elected officials, and 

the majority of its citizens identify 

themselves as Taiwanese rather than 

Chinese. However, it lost its 

representation in the United Nations on 

October 25th, 1971, when the General 

Assembly adopted RES//2758 and 

“expelled” Republic of China as it had a 

long loss of international support.  

              Fig 2: Protests of civilians wishing to gain independence  

Recently China has stepped up military drills and maneuvers around Taiwan. For example, China 

fired missiles into the waters near the north-east and south-east of Taiwan, as part of a military drill 

just after the US house speaker Ms. Pelosi left Taiwan. China did this to challenge its claims of 

sovereignty over Taiwan and prevent the US from selling more weapons to Taiwan, further 

heightening tensions between China and the United States.  

 

Taiwan Independence  

In 1895, the Republic of Taiwan collapsed after 12 days due to political infighting, but local leaders 

continued resistance in the hope of achieving self-rule. However, the Taiwan independence 

movement was implemented first handedly where the political movement advocated the formal 

declaration of an independent and sovereign Taiwanese state, as opposed to the status quo of 

‘’Two Chinas’’ or Chinese unification. Currently, Taiwan’s political status is ambiguous. China 

currently claims it is a province of the People’s Republic of China. Taiwan has allowed itself to 
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surface from a boisterous emerging democracy to a stable, consolidated state readying itself for an 

independent future.  

                   

Social repercussions  

A potential social repercussion caused by 

Taiwan’s independence is the social 

division. The topic of Political 

Independence of Taiwan has been a 

highly divisive issue, with strong views on 

both sides of the political spectrum. With 

Taiwan declaring independence, it would 

cause potential clashes between supporters 

and opponents of independence. An example of this would be the tension of China and Taiwan 

would increase due to the different beliefs. China has repeatedly warned against any moves 

towards independence by Taiwan and has threatened to use power and force to prevent Taiwan 

from gaining independence.  

 

Furthermore, it could raise questions about identity and culture as Taiwan has a unique culture that 

is distinct from China, therefore could cause a reexamination of what it means to be Taiwanese.  

If Taiwan were to declare independence, it could face increased international isolation, as many 

countries nowadays, including China, do not recognize Taiwan as a separate country. This could 

potentially limit its abilities in engaging with international trade and diplomacy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 3: Protests of civilians wishing to gain independence  
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Economic repercussions  

If Taiwan were to declare formal independence and pursue a path towards full sovereignty, it could 

have significant economic repercussions. A major issue that would be severely affected would be 

the economic ties Taiwan has with China. For 

Taiwan, mainland China is the largest trading 

partner exporting 25% of total trades. The main 

exports are machinery and electrical equipment 

with a total value of 55.02 billion US dollars in 

2021, however other common exports include 

chemicals, metals, plastics, and textiles. Adding on, 

China not only is significant for trading but also 

tourism. Each year, 23%/ 2.73 million of the total 

tourism came from mainland China. If Taiwan were 

to become fully independent, China could retaliate 

by cutting economic ties, imposing trade barriers, 

and reducing investment and tourism flows. This 

could harm Taiwan's economy, which is heavily 

reliant on exports, and disrupt regional supply 

chains. 

     

 Adding on, Taiwan has many advanced technology companies that have their manufacturing 

operations in Taiwan. An example of this is the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company 

Limited which was founded in 1987 and makes the world’s most essential microchips for Apple, 

Nvidia, Qualcomm and thousands of other companies. If the political situation were to become 

unstable, many companies could become hesitant to invest in Taiwan or relocate their operations 

to other countries, leading to a loss of technology expertise and innovations.  

 

Furthermore, if Taiwan became independent, their diplomatic relations could be disrupted. China in 

the past has used its economic power to pressure countries to cut diplomatic ties with Taiwan. For 

example, in 2019, the Solomon Islands cut diplomatic ties with Taiwan after being offered 500 

million US dollars by China for medical and financial aid and other incentives. If Taiwan becomes 

fully independent, it could lose its few remaining diplomatic allies and be excluded from regional 

trade agreements. This could then limit its ability to access new markets and increase its 

vulnerability to economic coercion.  

 

Fig 4: A report from the Times magazine on the issue  
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Timeline of Key Events  

 

Date     Event 

1885        Taiwan was declared a province of the Qing Empire. 

 

1895                       The Qing government signs a Treaty of Shimonoseki to which they give up    

                                their power and give the power to Japan to rule Taiwan. 

 

1911-1912     Chinese revolution in mainland China which overthrows the Qing Empire and the  

    Republic of China is established. 

 

1943        During World War II, the Republic of China leader, US President, and British Prime  

      Minister came to the conclusion that Taiwan and the Pescadores should be  

      restored to the Republic of China.  

 

1945                       After World War II, ROC government representatives accept the surrender of 

                                Japanese forces in Taiwan. 

 

 

1947        The ROC troops are dispatched from China and suppress a large-scale uprising of  

      Taiwan residents. 

 

1948                       In China a civil war breaks out between The Republic of China and the Central  

     Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. 

 

1949        The ROC government and 1.2 million people from China relocates to Taiwan. 

 

25th of October     The Battle of Kuninobu on Kinmen occurs where the ROC armed forces defeat the 

      Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 

 

1952                       Treaty of Peace signed by 48 Allied nations on behalf of the United Nations  

     between Republic of China and Japan, formally ended the state of war        

     between the two parties. 
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1966-1968            Taiwan developed as a country and established exporting process zone, as well as  

     a nine-year compulsory education system. 

 

25th of October   Taiwan lost its representation in the United Nations.  

1971             

      

 

Major Parties Involved 

 

The Republic of China Government  

The Republic of China Government, commonly known as Taiwan, has a complex history 

regarding its involvement in the political independence movement of Taiwan. In 1912, ROC was 

established and had control to rule Taiwan up until 1949, which is when Chinese Civil War forced 

the Republic of China government to flee to Taiwan. In the 1980s and 1990s, as Taiwan became 

more democratic and developed a stronger sense of Taiwanese identity, the idea of independence 

began to gain traction among the Taiwanese people. In 1991, the ROC government declared that it 

would no longer seek to retake the mainland, effectively acknowledging the reality that Taiwan was 

a separate entity. The ROC government currently governs Taiwan and is officially recognized by 13 

members of states.  

The People’s Republic of China Government  

After the Chinese Civil War in 1949, the People’s Republic of China was formed and claimed 

that Taiwan was part of their territory, therefore did not recognize the Republic of China 

government. So, they started to threaten with military action to declare Taiwan back and prevent 

them from gaining independence.  

 

United States of America  

The United States of America has not officially declared its support for Taiwan’s 

independence. But it has recognized China’s “One China Policy” where the People’s Republic of 

China is the sole legitimate government of China, including Taiwan. However, the United States of 

America is committed to maintain peace with Taiwan and has provided support to form arms sales, 

military training, diplomatic assistance and increased its military presence in the Asia- Pacific region.  

 

Japan  
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In recent years, Japan’s stance towards Taiwan has become more complex. While Japan 

officially recognized the One-China policy, it has expressed its support for Taiwan by strengthening 

its economic ties with Taiwan and helped Taiwan to participate in international organizations. Japan 

has vocal its concerns about the military threat from China towards Taiwan and has participated in 

join military exercise with United States and Taiwan.  

 

Formosan Association for Public Affairs (FAPA)  

This non-governmental organization is a nonprofitable organization based in Washington DC 

and seeks to build worldwide support for Taiwan’s independence. They do this by encouraging the 

FAPA members to be politically active and attend regular local town hall events with their members 

of the Congress to promote relations and cooperations between Taiwan and the United States. This 

is needed to promote peace and security for Taiwan and advocates the protection of Taiwan’s 

democracy, human rights, and independence. One of its main goals is to advance the rights and 

interests of Taiwanese communities throughout the world and protect the right of self-

determination of people in Taiwan.  

Taiwan Association for Human Rights   

This Non-Governmental Organization 

works to protect human rights in Taiwan 

and promote social justice. They focus on 

gender equality, labor rights and freedom 

of speech.  

 

 

 

 

Possible Solutions 

There are various viable solutions that can be put in place and some of them have already been 

implemented. But these solutions are not only vital for Taiwan, but for the entire world. Some of the 

solutions could include:  

 

• Negotiating a Peaceful Settlement between China and Taiwan, where Taiwan becomes a 

fully independent state which China and all members of state recognize. This solution 

requires diplomatic efforts to find common ground between the two sides and address 

Fig 5: Civilians protesting for their rights are recognition for their own country 
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their concerns and interests which could be discussed in planned meetings where further 

agreements would be established.  

 

• Having an International Mediations where a third party would help facilitate negotiations 

between Taiwan and China. This could involve other parties trusted by both sides or have 

discussions in possible court cases.  

 

• To maintain the Status Quo, which shall allow Taiwan to operate independently from China. 

This approach would allow Taiwan to continue to develop economically and build up 

diplomatic relations with other countries while avoiding any actions that would provoke a 

strong reaction from China. The Status Quo should then formalize within a bilateral 

agreement negotiated between Taiwan and China.  

 
• Taiwan is seeking international recognition and declaring itself as an independent nation 

and as a sovereign state by other countries. This could involve lobbying other nations to 

recognize Taiwan as an independent nation, however some nations including China still 

consider Taiwan to be a part of their territory.  

 

• Military Confidence-Building Measures to reduce the risk of accidental military conflicts. 

Examples of this could include no-fly zones and agreements made on the use of hotlines 

which enable quick communications in the event of a misunderstanding. 
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• Promoting a peaceful reunification where Taiwan reunifies with China. This can be done 

either on a “one country, two systems” model or through some other arrangement. This 

would require extensive negotiations and compromises, but potentially end the political 

division. For this to work out, 

China would have to respect 

Taiwan’s autonomy and 

democratic system which 

might be challenging.  

 

• Strengthen its relationships 
with allies in the Asia Pacific 
region and try to pursue an 
anti-missile defense project at 
national and regional level 
between Taiwan and China. 
This is necessary to prevent 
any further conflicts between 
the two countries.   
  

• Join an international organization 

under a different name, such as 

the ‘Chinese Taipei’ which would allow Taiwan to participate in international affairs without 

provoking China.  

 

These possible solution to the political independence of Taiwan will require mutual respect, 

comptonization and balance of diplomacy between Taiwan, China, and the international 

communities.  
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