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Introduction  

The primary goal of most, if not, all corporations is profit and the accumulation of capital. 

Corporations can gain profit and capital in a variety of ways, however, be it through competitive 

pressure or sheer greed, a corporation can reach a tipping point at which it resorts to unethical 

methods of gaining profit or capital. 

These methods can be harmful to the economy, society, and the environment as they can 

include governmental manipulation, a disregard for privacy, or a disregard for the environment. 

Examples of these methods are Facebook’s breach of digital privacy, the exploitation of Bangladesh 

by corporations such as “Zara”, or the initiation and continuation of both the Congo wars.   

 If left untreated or unsupervised, these corporations can gain mass political and/or social 

influence, giving them the incentive and capability to act beyond governmental control for profit. 

 

 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

 

Corporation  

 A large singular company, or multiple companies that combine to make a single organization 

or entity run by a board of directors and company shareholders. These groups of people ultimately 

decide all of the corporation’s decisions and actions.  

 

 

 

Lobbying  



 
 

 

 

 is an attempt to influence a governing body to halt or move around legislation via payments, 

speeches, letters, or petitions. Allowed originally to give society a say in government decisions and 

act almost as a feedback tool for the government, it is sometimes used by very powerful 

corporations as a legal form of bribery by paying out lobbyists to act on the corporation’s behalf.  

 

 

Sweatshops  

 A sweatshop is a factory, usually for the clothing industry, with poor working conditions/ 

hazardous working conditions, low wages that are set much below the livable wage of the nation-

state that the sweatshop is in, and long hours up to 16+ hours a day. They are usually set in LEDCs 

to avoid consequences for not abiding by human and worker rights and also to make the nation’s 

people dependent on the factory as, deliberately by the corporation or by coincidence,  there are 

no better jobs around. These are usually used to make a massive output of a product for extremely 

cheap so that corporations can exploit and make large sums of profit out of the product.  

 

Fast Fashion  

 The trend of producing and consuming clothes fast and cheap so that consumers can 

consume a lot more, the clothes themselves usually come out of very poor quality making clothing 

out of fast fashion easily discardable. It promotes rapid consumption and production and 

consequently harms the environment with the hazardous chemicals used for clothing dyes, 

greenhouse gas emissions from the rapid and frequent textile production, and the unrecycled 

disregarded clothing. Fast fashion also pairs perfectly with sweatshops, as sweatshops create a 

large output for cheap, making it extremely unethical. 

 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)  

 Is The positive roles or responsibilities that affect society, or the environment, a corporation 

has to abide by and consider these when making decisions. This is to make sure that any negative 

impact on society or the environment from business decisions is kept to a minimum.  

 

“Corporate Social Responsibility is a management concept whereby companies integrate social and 

environmental concerns in their business operations and interactions with their stakeholders.”         

-UNIDO 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

General Overview 

 

Influence on the conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

 DRC is often considered one of the most mineral-rich places on the planet and many of the 

world’s technology is reliant on mines located in DRC as their primary export cobalt is used in 

almost all batteries. DRC’s top exports include cobalt, refined and unrefined copper, unwrought 

alloys, and crude oil, these exports accumulate 92.2% of the nation’s export revenue. However, the 

wide variety and abundance of these minerals have made the mines an extremely sought-after 

territory for neighbouring nations, the government, and most importantly, tech and mining 

corporations.  

 At the conclusion of the Second Congo War, many rebel groups had formed within the 

nation-state with different loyalties. These rebel groups and the nation-state’s military has since 

undergone conflict over territory for reasons more than simply control over the mines such as 

political and ethnic disparities. However, the control over mines in DRC became a primary objective 

for rebel groups as they realized their financial capabilities. This was as minerals located in DRC, 

mines could be traded or sold to corporations in exchange for arms to continue the conflict.  

 The DRC economy is heavily dependent on the export revenue provided by these mines, 

however, if corporations such as Afrimex continue supporting rebel groups by trading arms or 

money with them, DRC’s conflict will not only continue but increasingly become more disastrous for 

the economy, people, and government.    

 

Data Collection and digital privacy  

Corporations such as Meta store a mass amount of data about its users such as the user’s 

email address, where the user lives, phone numbers, and the user’s hobbies or interests. In 2015 

Cambridge Analytica gave out external surveys on Facebook that connected the participant’s 

personal information, collected from Facebook, and their survey answers, then the survey also 

branched out and connected the data points to the survey participant’s friends list. This was to 

create an algorithm comprised of detailed profiles comprised of 87 million unknowing Facebook 

users, that targeted and encouraged republican voters to vote and to sway people in the middle 

who were deemed easy to convince by the algorithm. The final goal of the incident was to promote 

the 2016 trump campaign and lead American voters away from the Democratic party.  



 
 

 

 

Following this, In 2016 Donald Trump was voted as the President of the United States. 

Cambridge Analytica claims that the incident had majorly helped in putting Trump in the position 

however the party disputes the idea. After the incident, Facebook changed its service terms to 

make data less accessible and detailed. Facebook claims that Cambridge Analytica had not directly 

broken into the mainframe or hacked into anything as they simply used the information that was 

already available in a large and improper way that breaks Facebook’s terms of service.  

As of now, Advertisers can pay corporations such as Meta to deliver personalized or targeted 

ads to Facebook users as per the user’s permission. This creates more privacy for Facebook users as 

no personal data of the user is easily accessed, and the extent of detail of the target audience for 

ads is very minimal such as age or country of origin. However, this continues to give Meta the social 

power and incentive to sway public opinion on topics such as what product to consume or, more 

dangerously, what campaign to vote for depending on which companies pay the corporation more.  

  

 

Environmental damage    

 In the early 2000s, corporations had undertook the trend of fast fashion as it proved to be 

extremely profitable as the cost of production was very low and production rate was very high. This 

method of production is however considered unethical a major breach of many involved 

corporations’ CSRs. This is as fast fashion involves producing a high volume of output for very low 

costs giving corporations incentive to use LEDC’s that can become dependent on very low wages. 

 Bangladesh is one of many LEDC’s to be a victim of fast fashion. Bangladesh houses many 

sweatshops for the fashion industry and has made garment export’s 80% of their export revenue 

making the economy and government dependent on fast fashion corporations such as “H&M” and 

“Primark”. These corporations have similar CSR’s claiming environmental sustainability and worker 

rights however the sweatshops in Bangladesh often pay about 50% less than the living wage with 

14–16-hour shifts and hazardous working environments.  

 Furthermore, Textile production annually emits about 1.2 billion tons of greenhouse gas and 

to quicken the production rate sweatshops will also often use toxic dyes and chemicals. Not only 

would these chemicals then be hazardous for the labor workers, but also for the local water 

supplies, causing further harm to Bangladeshi people. The textile industry is also estimated to 

produce 20% of the global water waste.  

 Overall, giant fast fashion corporations such as H&M and Primark manage to control 

Bangladesh’s environment, economy and government because of Bangladesh’s limited job, and 

export opportunities. This makes Bangladesh extremely dependent on these corporations, giving 

the corporations in question a mass wealth of power over the nation.  



 
 

 

 

 

Timeline of Key Events  

 

 This is where you note all important, key, events concerning this issue in the specific as displayed 

below. You may write a small paragraph elaborating on these events, however, this is not required 

as they should already have been mentioned in the General Overview. 

 

Date     Event 

24th of April 2013     The Rana Plaza Accident – an incident that was the result of 

     corporate neglect when a 8-storybuilding collapsed  

     completely despite consistent warnings from the workers. 

     the incident killed over a thousand and injured around 2500 

 

2013     Fire Safety Accord – a campaign set after the Rana plaza 

      accident that guaranteed workers' rights and livable 

wages.      Over 200 brands signed including Zara, H&M, and 

Primark 

 

December 2015   Cambridge Analytica Trump Campaign scandal  

 

2016     Donald Trump elected President of the United States  

 

 

 

Major Parties Involved 

 

Amazon 

 Amazon is one of the biggest multinational giant tech corporations. However, they are 

known for their many controversies often regarding their avoidance or minimal participation in 

government regulations often including taxes. These tax avoidance are thanks to their emphasis on 

lobbyist payouts as in 2021 alone the corporation has spent about 19 million dollars increasing their 

lobbying cost by 760% since 2012. As a consequence of these payouts, amazon has avoided around 

5.2 billion dollars of federal income taxes as of 2021 as they had managed to get away with paying 

only 2.1 billion dollars that year. This showed the sheer grasp Amazon has on the government to help 



 
 

 

 

them avoid tax legislations/regulations and overall gain more profit. Amazon also notably has very 

poor working conditions for their employees comparable to sweatshops. This is because the workers 

are expected to work for more than 60 hours a week with 10 hours, no breaks, shifts including 

mandatory overtime. The work environment also expects around 700 items an hour to be prepared. 

There are also reports of the corporation not being able to properly pay their employees with the 

monthly payments often missing a large sum of money. The failure to tackle these worker’s rights 

issues could also be a direct result of the lobby payouts Amazon goes to great lengths to exploit.  

 

Facebook 

 Facebook has one of the largest reaches on the public on earth. This is because Facebook has 

approximately 2.9 billion monthly users as of 2022 giving it a lot of power in terms of manipulating 

and influencing public opinion. This can be through how the main page of Facebook is set and what 

articles are displayed more frequently. This manipulation of the public through the use of algorithms 

and what is displayed where has put Facebook at the center of a lot of controversies such as 

spreading fake news and misinformation or rapidly spreading the trump campaign. It should be 

noted that Facebook denies accusations of allowing misinformation and actively talks about trying to 

combat it however from august 2020 to January 2021 fake news had 6 times more interactions by 

users than factual news. Facebook also has a problem of artificially inflated political propaganda via 

the use of bots that they have put minimal effort to combat.  

 

H&M  

 H&M is one of many corporations that contribute to the trend of fast fashion. Because of 

this, H&M has been accused of and caught using many sweatshops across the world to output on a 

massive scale for a small price. This however involves disregarding the human rights of factory 

workers and the use of unsustainable fabric and cloth. Furthermore, these sweatshops are usually 

located in LEDCs such as Bangladesh giving H&M control over not only the nation’s economy as they 

become the primary source of income for most of the LEDC’s population but also their government 

as the nation’s government can’t do much about sweatshops without risking the economy. Recently, 

ever since the Rana Plaza incident,  H&M has declared that they will actively ensure their supplier 

produces the product ethically however thus far H&M has only declared environmental solutions 

such as sustainable fabric by 2030 and none for human rights. It should be noted that the 2030 goal 

of sustainability in greenhouse gas emissions and recycled fabrics is still almost a decade away and 

that H&M has claimed to increase worker wages, however, the increase has no proof of being close 

to being livable.  

 



 
 

 

 

DRC 

 The conflict in DRC was mostly not the fault of the mines and corporations, however, The 

continuation of conflict could be contributed to corporations such as Afrimex as they encourage 

rebel groups to claim the mines so that the corporations can trade minerals such as Cobalt for arms 

for rebel groups, which would further continue the conflict as well as make it more deadly. 

 

Bangladesh  

 Bangladesh is one of many LEDCs being exploited for sweatshops with poor working 

conditions and un-survivable wages. However, the fashion industry holds a clutch on the nation as 

80% of its export revenue comes from garments making the nation economically dependent on 

sweatshops. This inadvertently makes Bangladesh’s government bound to sweatshop policies. The 

2013 Rana Plaza incident did help the government and the Bangladeshi people make the situation 

more public and therefore  put pressure on Fashion corporations to change their suppliers and or 

improve working conditions. This then turned into the Fire Safety accord which could be considered 

the most effective campaign of recent times, this is as the campaign has ensured worker rights such 

as the right to report safety issues without consequences to the worker, the right to refuse work if 

deemed unsafe, and the right to join unions. The campaign has also made an independent body that 

ensures workplace safety, and it made factories that refuse to comply with inspections to be 

ineligible for accord signatories.  However, despite the campaign, the fashion industry and 

corporations still hold major economic, consequently governmental, power.  

 

Possible Solutions 

 

Possible solutions for regulating power in corporations could include making the public more 

aware of the risks of fake news and propaganda through an educational program, video, or 

warning. Fines and other consequences can also be imposed if a corporation is caught consistently 

spreading fake news.   

The Fire Safety Accord could also be taken as inspiration for other LEDCs suffering from and 

through the implementation, a new workforce can be implemented to create more jobs and have 

corporations have less control over the economy. An independent body can also be put in place to 

ensure that CSR promises made by companies are upheld and consequences be made if they are 

not.  
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