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Introduction  

Israel is geographically located in the middle east, and it is the only Jewish state in 

the world. Israel neighbours Lebanon, Jordan, Syria and Egypt. This territory is referred 

to as Palestine by the Arab population that originates from the land now controlled 

by Israel. Furthermore, Palestinians want to establish Palestine on all or part of the 

same land. Jews consider Israel their holy land. The same land is Palestinians historic 

homeland dating back to when it was ruled by the Ottoman Empire. In the 19th 

century when Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire the majority of the 

population was Muslim. The population was estimated to be around 87% Muslim, 10% 

Christian and 3% Jewish. 

During World War 1 The British army began ruling Palestine which lasted 30 years. In 

addition, British ruling was a large enabler to the mass immigration of Jews to 

Palestine. Britain kept the promise made in 1917 by its foreign secretary which was 

“to favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people”. 

At the end of the 19th century and further into the 20th-century large-scale 

immigration of Jews to Palestine took place. This was fueled primarily by the Zionist 

ideology. Zionism is considered to be an organized movement founded by Theodor 

Herzl in 1897.  

To this day there is still a geographical dispute between Palestinians and Israelis over 

who owns the land and how it gets governed. In 2021 the conflict has been at a 

peak with airstrikes and rockets being launched by both sides.  

 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

Zionism  

Zionism is the belief that Judaism is a nationality as well as a religion. Zionists believe 

that Jews deserve their state in their ancestral homeland, Israel. This belief is what 

brought Jews back to Israel.  

 

Colonialism 

Colonialism is the policy or practice by which a powerful country takes political 

control over another country, occupying it and exploiting it for economic gain. 

League of Nations Mandate 
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Legal status for certain territories granted by the League of Nations to transfer control 

from one country to another following World War 1. 

 

Intifada 

Intifada signifies uprising or rebellion in Arabic. Furthermore, it refers to the Palestinian 

uprising against Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza strip. There have been 

2 intifadas, one lasting from 1987 to 1993 and the second one which commenced in 

2000.  

 

Collective punishment  

Collective punishment is a type of consequence that is inflicted on individuals or 

groups of individuals in response to a crime committed by one of them or a member 

of the group. 

 

Settlers  

Settlers are communities of Jews that have been relocating to the West Bank since it 

came under Israeli occupation in 1967.  Settlements are considered one of the main 

hindrances to peace.  

 

 

General Overview   

From around 1517 to 1917 the Ottoman Empire ruled large areas of the Middle East 

including Palestine. The grand majority of the population was Muslim and there was 

only a 3% population of Jews. In Ottoman Palestine, different religious faiths lived 

peacefully among each other. Meanwhile, the late 19th century was a time when 

Europe was hyper-nationalistic and during that period Jewish nationalism, which is 

known as Zionism, rose.   

To gain the support of Jewish people, the British government issued the Balfour 

Declaration in 1917 which promised “the establishment in Palestine of a national 

home for the Jewish people”. Moreover, during World War I the British took control of 

Palestine. Britain was granted a Mandate for Palestine by the League of Nations in 

July 1922. The ideas of the Balfour Declaration were included in this mandate. Arab 

nationalists were against the Balfour Declaration and the establishment of a Jewish 

state in Palestine. Furthermore, in 1915 one year before the Balfour declaration, 

letters were exchanged between the Emir of Mecca and the British high 
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commissioner in Egypt. The letters suggested a transaction of British backing for an 

independent Arab state in exchange for Arab aid in fighting the Ottoman Empire. 

This was in direct conflict with the Sykes-Picot Agreement and the Balfour 

Declaration. The Sykes-Picot Agreement was a secret deal signed in 1916 by France 

and Britain outlining how the Arab countries would be divided. 

Following World War I's end, the British established a colony in Palestine. Distinct 

institutions were established by the British for Christians, Jews, and Muslims. This was 

done to make "governing simpler," but it also made it more difficult for different 

religious groups to collaborate. Between 1920 and 1939, the Jewish population of 

Palestine increased significantly, reaching approximately 300,000 people. By 1940, 

the Jewish community in Palestine was slightly less than 30%. As the Jewish population 

increased, Jews bought land from absentee landlords and drove out Palestinian 

farmers who resided there. This exacerbated hostilities between the two groups 

during the 1920s and 1930s. Palestinian Arabs considered themselves to be a part of 

the Palestinian nation. This nationalistic spirit spurred the Palestinian revolt against the 

British in 1936. With the help of Jewish militias, the British ruthlessly suppressed the 

Palestinian uprising. Following this, Britain placed limits on Jewish immigration to 

Palestine and urged for the formation of a unified Arab-Jewish state in Palestine 

within a decade.  

There was considerable stability in Palestine throughout World 

War II, but after it ended, the conflicts returned. In November 

1947, the United Nations recommended dividing Palestine into 

autonomous Arab and Jewish states with the use of a partition 

plan which can be viewed in figure 1. The Palestinians 

opposed this idea, resulting in a civil war. Consequently,  

Britain surrendered their mandate on May 15, 1948. When the 

plan was revealed, an Arab-Israeli battle ensued, having Israel 

on one side and different Arab states on the other. The Israelis 

won, and as a result, they occupied one-third more territory 

than they would have under the UN proposal. Israel and Arab 

nations fought a six-day war in 1967. Israel won the war, 

capturing control of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Sinai Peninsula, 

and Golan Heights. Meanwhile, Jewish towns were forming in 

former Palestinian land. The Palestinians then began the first 

intifada in December 1987. It came to a conclusion in 

September 1993, with the signing of the Oslo Accords. The  

second Intifada began in the year 2000, after Ariel Sharon, a former Israeli opposition 

leader, stormed al-Aqsa Mosque. In 2002, the Israelis began constructing the West 

Figure 1. UN partition plan 
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Bank wall but, in this process, Israel included many Israeli settlements on the Israeli 

side taking more land than the borders established after the 1967 War.   

Since then, conflicts have not stopped and have heightened with one of the 

deadliest episodes of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict occurring in 2021. The outbreak 

commenced with a series of controversial Israeli actions in Jerusalem. There had 

been attempts to evict Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah, a neighbourhood in East 

Jerusalem, by right-wing Jewish Settlers. The right-wing settlers’ claim justified the 

actions due to “historical rights” to the land. This is based on the Absentee Property 

Law. In East Jerusalem, Jews are permitted to reclaim property owned by Jews 

before 1948, the year Israel became independent. Palestinian landowners however 

have no legal mechanism to reclaim the land they had previously owned in 

Jerusalem or Israel in general. 

Peace Now, an activist group that advocates for peace between Israel and 

Palestine, estimates that there are up to 20.000 Palestinian homes that are at risk of 

being demolished in Jerusalem.  Furthermore, Tensions heightened at the Aqsa 

Mosque compound located in Jerusalem when police officers fired rubber bullets 

and threw stun grenades when worshippers were praying. The Palestinians 

responded with stones and bottles. In response to the estimated 300 Arabs left 

injured by this clash, Hamas fired 7 rockets towards Jerusalem. Furthermore, the 

rockets were launched after the passing of the Hamas-issued ultimatum for Israel to 

withdraw security forces from Sheikh Jarrah and the al-Aqsa mosque. Israel 

responded to the rockets with airstrikes on Gaza which had dozens of casualties. The 

United States State Department condemned the Hamas attacks and claimed that 

Israel had the right to self-defence. On May 11th of 2021, a residential building 

thought to be used by Hamas collapsed after an Israeli airstrike hit it. Afterwards, 

Hamas began targeting central Israel and Tel Aviv. Hamas and the Israeli military are 

uneven. Israel possesses highly developed weapons such as the Iron Dome which is a 

defensive system that can intercept rockets. Attacks on Gaza continued by Israel 

collectively punishing Palestinians. More than 200 people were killed in Gaza and 12 

in Israel. Many more were left injured.  The international community including the 

United Nations urged both sides to de-escalate the situation in fear of war.  

 

Major Parties Involved  

Israel 

Israel is a Middle Eastern country bordering Syria, Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon. In 

1948, the Israeli government declared independence. It proclaims itself to be a 

Jewish and democratic state, as well as a Jewish people's nation. Furthermore, it is 

thought to be the location in which the final form of the Hebrew Bible was written. It 

is also the site of the origin of Judaism and Christianity. The Balfour Declaration 
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encouraged large-scale Jewish immigration. Both Jews and Muslims regard 

Jerusalem as holy. Zionism is the driving factor behind significant Jewish immigration, 

which peaked in the early 20th century. The confrontation between Israelis and 

Palestinians persists to this day. Some territories are split up but places such as 

Jerusalem are claimed by both groups. Israel does not recognize Palestine as a 

country. The United States does not recognize Palestine either. Israel has been 

responsible for attacks such as the Six-Day War when Israel launched an airstrike. 

Furthermore, Israel possesses sophisticated weapons that have been used to 

“defend” itself from Palestinian attacks.  

 

Palestine 

As of the 31st of July 2019, 138 of the 193 United Nations member states and 2 non-

member states have recognized the state of Palestine. The Palestinian territories 

consist of the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank. These areas are under 

Palestinian governing bodies. The representative of the Palestinian people was once 

Yasser Arafat under the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Furthermore, when 

the Oslo Accords were signed a Palestinian National Authority (PNA) was established 

as a component to run parts of Gaza and the West Bank.  Less than 40% of 

Palestinian civilians of the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem support the two-state 

solution. In recent years support for a two-state solution has declined. Palestinians 

believe that a two-state solution is implausible due to the history of conflict.  Instead, 

Palestinians have a preference for a one-state solution where Palestinians reclaim all 

of historic Palestine. 

 

Hamas 

Hamas is a Palestinian Islamist organization and militant movement.  Since the 

group's creation in 1987, it has waged war on Israel, most significantly through suicide 

bombers and missile strikes. It wants to overthrow Israel in favour of a Palestinian 

state. It also controls Gaza on its own, apart from the Palestinian Authority. Its charter 

commits it to the annihilation of Israel. Hamas was founded with the intention of 

carrying out an armed fight against Israel, commanded by its military branch, the 

Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades as well as offering social assistance programs. However, 

after Israel's withdrawal of troops and settlers from Gaza in 2005, Hamas has also 

participated in the Palestinian democratic process. It won parliamentary elections in 

2006 before consolidating its authority in Gaza the following year by removing 

President Mahmoud Abbas's Fatah organization. Ever since, militants in Gaza have 

participated in four major battles with Israel, which, along with Egypt, has maintained 

a closure on the region to isolate Hamas and put pressure on it to cease its attacks. 

Among other nations, Israel, the United States, the European Union, and the United 

Kingdom have classified Hamas as a terrorist group. 



 

7 

Security Council  Natalie Plaza Cardena 

 Haarlem Model United Nations 

Timeline of Key Events  

Late 19th century      Ottoman Empire ruled over what we now know as 

Palestine/Israel  

July 26, 1914    World War 1 starts 

1915-16             Hussein-McMahon correspondence  

May 16, 1916   Sykes-Picot Agreement  

November 2, 1917  Balfour declaration is issued 

November 11, 1918   World War 1 ends 

July 24, 1922    Mandate for Britain is approved by the League of Nations 

1939-1945   World War 2 

1936-1939    Arab revolt in Palestine  

1940    Jews are just under 30% of the population  

November 29, 1947   United Nations Partition Plan made for Palestine  

May 15, 1948   Britain give up their mandate 

May 15, 1948   Arab-Israeli War 

1949     Armistice Agreements  

May 28, 1964   The Palestine Liberation Organization was founded 

June 5, 1967   Six-Day war  

December 1987   First Intifada  

April 16, 1993   First suicide combing by Hamas 

Sep 13,  1993   The Oslo Accord are signed 

Sep 28, 2000     Second Intifada 

June 2002    Israel begins building the separation wall in West Bank 

 

Previous attempts to resolve the issue  

The first major attempt to combat the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was the 1947 United 

Nations partition plan. This entailed a mandatory partition of Palestine into 

independent Arab and Jewish states. Furthermore, in the partition plan, Jerusalem 
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would be placed under an international Trusteeship system meaning that it would be 

governed by a special international regime. The Jewish side accepted the UN plan 

to divide the country into two separate states. However, the proposal was rejected 

by the Palestinians which led to a civil war and the end of the British Mandate.  

Another attempt to achieve peace in the Middle East were the Oslo Accords. Israel 

and the PLO started negotiating in Oslo, Norway, in 1993. This was done in secrecy to 

avoid controversy. Israelis and Palestinians signed various peace agreements. The 

PLO agreed to recognize Israel as a state and then in exchange Israel recognized 

the PLO as the legitimate representative body of Palestinians. Furthermore, under the 

Oslo Accords Palestinians would be able to form a self-governance in Gaza and the 

West Bank. Although the accords seemed like a stepping stone to peace there were 

many issues. Palestinian officials accused Israel of not following through on the troop 

withdrawals from Gaza and Hebron, which was outlined in the Oslo accords. 

Furthermore, Palestinian violence against Israeli citizens did not decrease in the 

aftermath. Due to the disagreements, negotiators on both sides decided to 

reconvene but due to the United States change in presidency, the talks failed.  

 

   

Possible Solutions  

One possible solution to this century-old conflict is the one-state solution. This one-

state solution would entail pre-1967 Israel, the Gaza Strip and the West bank.  Every 

citizen would have equal rights regardless of ethnicity or religion. Furthermore, all 

citizens would have the right to vote. In order for this to occur major reform would 

need to happen because as of right now government policies and laws among 

other things favour Jews over Palestinians. Jews would have to renounce their 

advantages in society which is unlikely to happen. Moreover, there would have to 

be extreme economic distribution as Israelis make much higher incomes than 

Palestinians. Additionally, under the one-state solution Jewish settlements would be 

forced to cease excluding Palestinians from living in them. Hostilities between Jews 

and Palestinians would also have to lower dramatically for this option to work as 

otherwise ethnic tension and violence would reappear causing division. Furthermore, 

Palestinians and Jews would have to work together such as in jobs. If the one-state 

solution were to work there would be many benefits such as no debate or conflict on 

borders and Palestinians living normally in Israel.  

Another solution to this geographical dispute would be a two-state solution. This 

would entail resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by the establishment of two 

states for two groups of people: Israelis and Palestinians. The borders of Israel would 

revert to what they were before 1967. The state of Palestine would consist of the 

Gaza strip with a section of the West bank.  Jerusalem would be both states capital 

as it is a holy site for both groups of people. Israel would control West Jerusalem and 
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Palestine would govern East Jerusalem. Israeli settlements would be annexed to 

Israel. Palestinians and Israelis would relocate to their corresponding states. This 

solution would allow Israel to remain self-defined as the Jewish state meaning it could 

continue to promote the idea of being a safe place for Jews. Furthermore, it would 

provide Palestinians with a state that they could control independently.  
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